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Conclusion 

The application would be capable of maturing into patent, but the present (new) claims cannot be 
allowed in their existing form. 

Result of Search 

The novelty examination is based on new claims submitted on 12 February 2002, and the following 
patent do cument is cited: 

( D1: WO 92/21 196 ^> 



Assessment of Patentability 

D1 describes a system for adaptive power control of a communication transmitter in a first 
communication station, which operates in a cellular communication network that utilizes spread- 
spectrum modulation, where a second communication station receives spread-spectrum signals 
transmitted from the first station, wherein the second station measures the signal power of the 
received spread-spectrum signal, measures an average of the total power received in the channel, 
and measures noise power by determining the received transmission signal quality in the channel, 
and compares signal power, the average power and transmission signal quality in order to 
generate signals based on the comparison so as to form data messages that are transmitted from 
the second station to the first station, where there are included receiver circuits for the data 
messages and equipment for adjusting the first station's transmitter power level in response to the 
data message, in order to send the spread-spectrum signal in the channel to the second station by 
the communication transmitter in the first station. 

Novelty: 

The independent claims 1, 9, 13, 15 and 21 disclose - beyond D1 - that the signal power, the 
noise power and average total power are compared, and that an error signal based on the 
comparison is generated - a feature that has novelty. 

Inventive step: 

The invention that is disclosed by the independent claims is basically considered to contain an 
inventive step, but the way these features are formulated this is not clearly apparent. 

Formal Deficiencies 

In the independent claims 1, 9, 13, 15 and 21 it is disclosed that the signal power, the noise power 
and average total power are compared, and that an error signal based on the comparison is 
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generated, but no further details are disclosed showing how this signal comparison is carried out 
and how the error that is in the error signal becomes apparent through the comparison, nor how 
the error signal is generated from the established error by means of the comparison. 

Action Required 

The formal deficiencies must be overcome. 

For this to be done, new and clarified claims must be submitted. 

For your information with regard to possible revision, we can refer to the formulation of the claims 
in EP-patent no. 836 770 B1 (a copy of the claims is attached), which has resulted from the 
corresponding application in EPO. 
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